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I. When I Bring ...
(1)

Text by Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941)

Vytautas Miskinis (* 1954)
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tints — when [ give toys to  you Chl]d, child
When I bring to you coloured toys, my child, Kai atnelu tau spalvory Zaisly, mano vaike,
[ understand why there is such a play of colours on clouds, on water, suprantu, kodeél toks spalvig Zaismas debesyse, vandenyje
and why flowers are painted in tints ir kodél gélés taip riipestingai nuspalvintos
— when 1 give coloured toys to you, my child. — kai duodu tau spalvony Zaishy, mano vaike.
from: Gitanjali (Song Offerings), No. 62,1 Translator unknown
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II. When I Sing ...

Text by Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) Vytautas Miskinis (* 1954)

Allegro (J =ca 104 )
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dance.
When I sing to make you dance Kai dainuoji, kad tu Soktum
I truly know why there is music in leaves, tikrai Finau kodél virpa muzika lapuose
and why waves send their chorus of voices ir kodél bangos siuncia save balsy chorq
to the heart of the listening earth klausanciai Zemés SirdZiai
- when I sing to make you dance. — kai dainuwoju, kad ru Soktum.
from: Gitanjali (Song Offerings), No, 62, 2 Translator unknown
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III. When I Bring ...
(2)

Text by Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) Vytautas Migkinis (* 1954)
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bring sweet to your gree-dy hands, to your gree - dy hands, hands.
When I bring sweet things to your greedy hands Kai duodu saldésiy tavo godZioms rankoms,
I know why there is honey in the cup of the flowers Zinaw, kodél geliy taurése vra medaus
and why fruits are secretly filled with sweet juice irkodél vaisiai slapcia prisipildo saldZiy sul¢iy
— when [ bring sweel things to your greedy hands. = kai duodu saldésiy tave godZioms rankoms.
from: Giranjali (Song Offerings), No. 62, 3 Translator unknown
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IV. When I Think ...

Text by Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941)

Vytautas Miskinis (* 1954)
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) The vowel "¢

When I think of this end of my moments,
the barrier of the moments breaks

and [ see by the light of death

thy world with its careless treasures.
Rare is its lowliest seat,

rare is its meanest of lives.

from: Giranjali (Song Offerings), No. 92, 3
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should be rearticulated on the second beat - without a hard glottal catch and without an aspirated "h." [ Editor]

Kai mastau apie savo akimirky baigt{,
sugritiva akimirky uftvara

irmirties §viesoje pamatau tavo pasaul{
st jo lengvabidiskais lobiais.

Puikus jame net Zemiausias bitvis,

putki jemme net menkiausia gyvata.

Translator inknown
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V. When I Give ...

Text by Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) Vytautas Miskinis (* 1954)
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What there is, is o do will be in - stant - ly done,
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When 1 give up  the helm I know that the time has
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When [ give
When 1 give up the helm Kai paleidZiu vairg Zinau,
[ know that the time has come for thee to take it. kad atéjo laikas ji paimti tau.
What there is to do will be instantly done. Kas reikia daryti, bus akimirksnin padarvia.
Vain is this struggle. Ir nereikia priesintis.
Then take away your hands Tad paleiski vairg
and silently put up with your defeat, my heart, irtyliai susitatkyk su savo pralaiméjimu, mano Sirdie,
and think it your good fortune to sit perfectly still irlaikyk save laime, kad gali ramiai gliidéri ren,
where you are placed. kur tave vieta.
from: Gitanjali (Song Offerings), No. 99, 1-2 Translator unknown
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THE POET AND THE POEM

Rabindranath Tagore, eminent Bengali Renaissance poet,
philosopher, essayist, critic, composer, and educator was
bormn on May 6, 1861 in Calcutta into the Brahmin caste -
(the fc:rmly surname, "Tagore," was an anglicization of the
' Bengali "Thakur," which means "Lord") -
|| Rabindrinath Tagore came of an
| affluent, orfistic and well-educated
- Hindu family who were activists of the
I Bengali Renaissance. His grandfather
| Dwarkanath Tagore was one of the
,_ | first Hindus to visit England; the poef's
/ /ﬁg j father Debendranath Tagore was
v W] gctive in the Brahmo Samjai, a Hindu
nafionalist movement which stressed
the revival of Indian literature and folklore, while at the
same time promoting cross-cultural ties between East and
West,

From his boyhood, Tagore wrote verse - some 7000
lines by the time he was seventeen. Raised in an
atmosphere where the necessity of East and West fo each
other was a basic tenet, Tagore was sent fo England in
1877 to study at University College in London.

Rabindrinath Tagore became the first-ever Asian writer
to be awarded a Nobel Prize - in 1913 for his cycle of
song-poems, Gitanjali, for which he made English free-
verse franslations of the original Bengali lyrics. His long and
influential arfistic, political, and pedagogical career
helped build ¢ bridge between Western and Eastern
thought.

Tagore also wrote the music (l) and words for India’s
national anthem Jand gand mand adhifiayaka jaya hé!
(Thou rulest the minds of all people). The anthem was first
published in 1912, sung at the historic midnight session of
the Consfituent Assembly on 14" August 1947 and
adopted as the Indian national anthem in 1950,

He died on August 7. 1941, seven years before
Mahatma Gandhi, who found inspiration in Tagore's
writings, would win independence for India.

From 1905-1919 Tagore was active as a speaker,
lecturer, organizer and song writer for the Swadeshi
Nationalist Movement, while composing the poems which
would bring him international recognition: Gitanjali - Song
Offerings (1907-1910) and later Gitimalyo, Gitali, Baloka,
and Phalguni - all written to be sung. Gitanjali - Song
Offerings, a collection of prose translations made by the
author from the original Bengali, was first published in 1913.

Wiliom B. Yeats (1865—1939) - who wrote an
infroduction in September 1912 to the published edition of
Gitanjali - exclaimed:; "These lyrics - which are in the
original, my Indians tell me, full of subtlety of rhythm, of
unfranslatable delicacies of colour, of metrical invention -
display in their thought a world | have dreamed of all my
live long. The work of a supreme culture, they yet appear
as much the growth of the common soil as the grass and
the rushes. A fradifion, where poeiry and religion are the
same thing, has passed through the ceniuries, gathering
from learned and unlearned metaphor and emotion, and
carried back again fo the multitude the thought of the
scholar and of the noble."
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Vytautas Miskinis (b. 1954] Adistic Director of fhe For several years he conducted the Kaunas' State

Atuoliukas Boys' Choir (“The Young QOaks" - the choir . Choir and Vocal Ensemble Museum Musicum. Miskinis
was awarded the Grand Prix at the International | has lectured, held seminars and has participated in
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